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The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  expansion  in  the  evangelistic 
department  of  work  in  this  field,  and  of  remarkable  growth  in  the 
educational  department. 

The  Membership  of  the  churches  has  advanced  from  623  to  818 
being  an  increase  of  30  per  cent.  The  larger  portion  of  this  increase 
has  been  in  the  city  of  Osaka  and  in  Sakai,  a  town  of  about  40,000 
inhabitants  7  miles  to  the  south  of  Osaka. 

At  this  latter  place  36  have  been  received  on  profession  of  faith, 
thus  tripling  the  little  band  of  believers  that  had  been  gathered  there 
a  year  ago,  and  the  first  of  April  brings  a  further  addition  of  ten 
Members.  Those  who  have  made  profession  of  faith  in  Sakai  have 
become  Members  of  the  Osaka  church  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  before  the 
end  of  another  year  they  will  be  ready  to  organize  as  a  church  and 
support  their  own  pastor.  This  rapid  development  is  due  to  the 
faithful  efforts  of  the  native  evangelist  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Osaka  church,  and  specially  to  the  presence  and  labors  of  Miss  COLBY 
who  has  lived  in  Sakai  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Miss  GARDNER  spent  over  three  months  of  last  year  in  Ise.  One 
of  the  Japanese  women  that  went  with  her  as  a  Bible-reader,  was 
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supported  during  her  stay  of  three  months  by  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  connected  with  the  four  churches  in  Osaka. 

With  reference  to  the  four  Osaka  churches  we  have  to  report  in 
general  that  each  church  is  crowded  every  Sunday. 

Even  Temma,  which  opened  its  new  building  only  one  year  ago, 
has  not  one  vacant  seat.  Two  of  the  other  three  are  exerting  them- 
selves to  the  utmost  to  erect  new  buildings  on  new  sites  and  the  third 
to  enlarge  before  the  end  of  this  year.  Each  is  blessed  with  an 
earnest  and  intelligent  English-speaking-pastor^as  well  as  a  strong  force 
of  capable  and  devoted  laborers.  But  the  2nd  church  (the  Naniwa) 
has  met  with  a  sad  loss  in  the  death  of  their  beloved  Paul  Sawayama. 
Although  for  a  year  past  he  has  been  lost  to  the  community,  his  death 
has  stricken  the  hearts  of  us  all,  and  especially  of  his  faithful  church. 
He  lived  just  long  enough  to  pass  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  church 
and  of  his  ordination  as  their  pastor.  He  was  the  first  ordained  pastor 
in  Japan,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  was  the  most 
widely  beloved  pastor  in  Japan.  Over  one  thousand  Christians  of  all 
denominations  attended  his  funeral. 

The  4th  church  (Shimanouchi)  and  the  1st  (Osaka)  have  opened 
new  preaching  places  in  the  center  of  the  city,  while  the  3rd  (Temma) 
has  succeeded  so  well  in  its  preaching  place  opened  four  years  ago  near 
the  Castle,  that  it  is  searching  for  a  larger  house  in  the  same  locality 
with  the  purpose  of  forming  there  at  an  early  date  the  5th  church. 

In  the  Treasurer's  report  of  Naniwa  church  at  its  tenth  anniversary 
it  appeared  that  the  contributions  of  this  church  alone  for  all  purposes 
have  averaged  800  en  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  preaching  meetings  in  and  around  the  city  sustained  by  the 
four  churches,  have  in  all  cases  shown  a  steady  increase  in  interest  and 
numbers,  four  new  places  have  been  opened.  The  Members  of  the 
Naniwa  church,  (among  whom  are  some  of  the  older  scholars  of  the 
Girls'  School),  have  for  months  been  making  regular  visits  to  a  town 
named  Amagasaki,  5  miles  from  Osaka.  The  meetings  were  small  for 
some  time ;  but  after  a  special  effort  to  move  the  people  through  a 
theatre  meeting,  things  took  a  sudden  turn  in  favor  of  Christianity. 
A  former  student  of  the  Doshisha  is  now  laboring  there,  entirely  sup- 
ported by  the  people  of  the  town.  He  is  able  to  secure  a  regular 
audience  of  60  or  70,  a  large  number  of  whom  are  of  the  better  class, 
six  of  this  number  are  to  be  baptized  in  June.  If  there  is  no  set-back 
to  the  present  interest  and  success,  a  church  can  be  formed  at  this 
place  at  an  early  date.  Another  new  and  very  promising  place  out 
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side  of  Osaka  is  Tondabayashi  worked  by  the  Shimanouchi  church. 
Here  also  the  better  classes  look  with  favor  upon  the  postor,  and  his 
helpers  as  they  make  their  weekly  visits  to  his  town. 

These  four  churches  and  the  Station  have  manifested  their  greatest 
activity  and  enterprise  in  school  work.  The  report  last  year  gave  90 
as  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  Baikwa  Jogakko  (Girls'  School).  There 
are  now  200,  of  whom  about  50  are  boarders  and  the  number  is  daily 
increasing.*  During  the  year  29  have  been  converted,  the  number  of 
Christian  scholars  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  36.  A  new  and 
increased  staff  of  first  class  native  teachers  is  now  employed,  and  to 
accommodate  the  increased  number  of  scholars,  the  Committee  has 
rented  a  house  across  the  street  from  the  school.  This  house  has  been 
made  over  into  class-rooms  and  dormitories,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the 
regular  school.  Money  is  being  solicited  also  for  a  new  school  building, 
to  be  erected  next  summer  on  the  site  of  the  present  building.  This 
will  cost  at  least  3,000  en.  Where  this  large  sum  is  to  come  from 
none  of  us  know ;  but  with  hope  and  faith  in  God,  the  Committee  is 
pushing  the  matter  vigorously.  The  task  of  raising  money  this  year 
for  special  objects,  which  the  Christians  of  Osaka  have  set  before  them- 
selves would  stagger  them,  if  they  had  not  strong  faith  in  God  and  in 
the  usefulness  of  these  objects. 

The  1st  church  (Osaka)  says  that  it  must  build  this  year  and  is 
on  the  eve  of  purchasing  a  lot.  This  with  the  church  building  will 
cost  about  3,000  en.  The  2nd  church  (Naniwa)  will  need  about  the 
same  sum  for  their  lot  and  building,  The  4th  (Shimanouchi),  has  its 
plans  completed  for  the  enlargement  of  its  church  perhaps  to  the  extent 
of  300  en,  and  the  four  churches  are  pulling  together  to  raise  3,000  en 
for  the  Girls'  School.  This  makes  a  grant  total  of  9,300  en  to  be 
raised  this  year  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  their  church 
and  missionary  work.  This  must  be  done  either  by  contributions  or 
by  boiTowing  from  their  own  Members.  Two  years  ago  a  request  was 
made  by  this  Station  to  the  Prudential  Committee  for  another  lady 
teacher  in  this  school,  she  has  not  yet  come.  Great  praise  is  due  to 
Miss  DAUGHADAY  who  devotedly  and  systematically  has  worked  and 
is  working  alone  in  this  much-crowded  school. 

Another  school  enterprise  is  the  Women's  Industrial  School 
opened  last  January.  This  school  has  about  150  Members  mostly 
from  the  merchant  and  professional  classes.  Already  it  has  been 

*  Between  writing  the  report  and  printing  it,  the  number  has  reached  277,  while  others 
are  refused  for  lack  of  room. 
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instrumental  in  bringing  some  women  into  the  churches,  while  many 
others  are  studying  the  Bible  and  thus  learning  things,  which  will  be 
of  more  lasting  benefit  than  the  knowledge  of  foreign  ways.  This 
school  takes  a  great  deal  of  the  strength,  and  time  of  the  two  married 
ladies  of  the  Station  and  one  single  lady.  The  third  school  in  the  city 
to  which  a  Member  of  the  Station  gives  some  time  is  a  boys'  school, 
(Taiseigakkwan),  of  120  scholars  under  the  special  care  of  some  of  the 
Osaka  church  Christians.  Some  of  the  scholars  have  become  Members 
of  this  church. 

Another  school  has  also  been  sustained  in  Sakai.  Although  this 
school  was  started  by  one  of  the  leading  teachers  in  the  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  Common-School  teachers  the  opportunity  of 
learning  the  English  language,  the  Christian  teaching  being  simple 
tolerated  as  the  only  means  for  gaining  the  object,  yet  tlirough  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  this  leader  in  the  enterprise  and  also  the 
young  man  hired  as  assistant  became  earnest  Christians  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fall  term  the  undertaking  became  knDwn  as  a  Christian 
school.  Another  young  man  has  gone  from  this  school  to  the  Doshi- 
sha  in  the  hope  of  devoting  his  life  to  the  preaching  of  the  Truth.  The 
originator  of  the  school  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  his  position  as 
head  of  one  of  th'e  school  districts,  which  he  had  held  for  seven  years 
lest  his  influence  should  lead  the  other  teachers  to  .become  Christians, 
this  being  the  plain  and  only  reason  given.  April  1st  the  school  num- 
bered 72,  one  half  being  young  women. 

In  the  above  four  schools,  all  of  which  have  depended  largely 
upon  the  presence  and  work  of  the  missionary  for  their  continuance, 
there  is  an  aggregate  of  550  scholars.  As  far  as  any  foreign  teaching 
has  been  required  over  400  of  this  number  have  depended  upon  the 
lady  Members  of  the  Station  for  instruction. 

In  this  connection  we  must  also  mention  a  boys  school  for  English 
which  has  been  opened  in  Nara  during  the  past  three  months  under 
Christian  influences.  It  has  60  scholars  who  attend  at  different  hours 
of  the  day.  In  the  evening  class  there  are  6  priests  connected  with  the 
Daibutsu  temple  in  Kara. 

In  this  town  also  a  Women's  Industrial  School  has  been  recently 
started,  and  other  in  Koriyama  both  of  which  depend  upon  the 
Christian  women  of  Osaka  for  instruction. 

These  institutions  in  the  country  especially  are  proving  themselves 
to  be  very  valuable  agencies  in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  Christianity 
among  classes  not  hitherto  reached.  Within  two  years  there  has  been 


a  vast  increase  in  the  enthusiasm  and  intensity  with  which  the  study 
of  the  English  language  has  been  pursued  ;  and  within  a  few  months 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  Empress  and  the  larger  emulation  of  the 
Capital,  there  has  arisen  a  great  desire  for  European  styles  of  dress,  for 
ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen,  and  for  a  knowledge  of  Western  etiquette, 
table  manners,  &c. 

With  this  there  has,  of  course,  sprung  up  an  increased  desire  for  a 
knowledge  of  Western  sewing,  knitting,  cooking,  dressmaking  and 
other  household  arts.  The  leaders  of  the  people  have  determined  to 
adopt  Western  civilization  en  masse ;  -and  we  may  add,  that  with  this 
determination  there  has  come  a  disposition  to  look  favorably  upon 
Christianity,  especially  as  a  moral  basis  for  the  new  fabric  of  society  ; 
and  that  more  particularly  for  their  wives  and  children  and  the  lower 
classes. 

This  readiness  to  give  some  attention  to  Christianity,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  superiority  of  its  moral  code,  though  it  be  found 
rather  too  strict  for  oneself  gives  a  wide  opportunity  for  Christian 
teaching;  while  the  eagerness  for  the  material  side  of  Western  civili- 
zation brings  a  constant  pressure  upon  the  missionary  that  tends  to 
divert  him  from  the  special  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 

There  are  three  general  societies  in  Osaka  in  which  the  Members 
of  our  churches  take  a  prominent  part,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  the  Woman's 
Temperance  Society,  and  the  Chautauqua  Circle. 

Last  fall  the  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall  was  dedicated  and  it  has  been 
one  of  the  greatest  boons  to  the  Christian  work  of  the  city,  which  the 
foreign  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  could  possibly  have  conferred  upon  it. 
The  Association  numbers  133  Members,  and  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  largest  Protestant  audience  room  in  the  Empire.  The  Member- 
ship of  the  Chautauqua  Circle  has  advanced  from  1,200  of  a  year  ago 
to  2,000,  all  of  whom  are  regular  subscribers  to  the  Monthly  Perodical 
of  the  society.  A  Women's  Temperance  Society  was  formed  at  the 
time  of  Mrs.  LEAVITT'S  visit  which  has  enrolled  120  Members. 

The  staff  of  missionary  laborers  which  had  been  previously  reduced 
by  Dr.  TAYLOR'S  absence  in  the  States,  was  in  the  fall  still  further 
reduced  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DE  FOREST'S  removal  to  Sendai  and  by 
Miss  GARDNER'S  withdrawal  for  a  period  of  much  needed  rest.  It 
seems  specially  important  that  in  the  heavy  pressure  that  now  rests 
upon  the  ladies  of  the  Station  two  single  ladies  should  be  added  to  our 
force  at  an  early  date. 
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